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BELMONT ELECTORATE — PUBLIC HOUSING 
Statement by Member for Belmont 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [12.52 pm]: I have received a letter regarding a local constituent who is the 
unfortunate victim of disruptive behaviour by nearby Housing Authority tenants in Rivervale. Unfortunately, as 
is the case for many people who approach me for help, they live in fear of retribution from these people and, as 
such, have asked that I withhold their name and address. People should not have to live in such fear, but in my 
electorate, many do. The letter states that the tenant at unit 2 went to live at her friend’s house. When she vacated 
her unit she allowed it to be used by relatives and friends, of various ages and numbers, at any time. This was 
reported to the Department of Housing. These squatters became increasingly antisocial, abusive and erratic in 
their behaviour and attitude. The tenant in unit 3 has had property stolen from inside and outside his unit. This 
includes his wallet, car, camera, money, alcohol, cigarettes, mobile phone and wheelchair. When his car was 
stolen, it was found in a poor state and contained drug-related paraphernalia. He has been verbally abused and 
assaulted and has received injuries to his face and a broken ankle. He is no longer able to work as a carer. The 
squatters and visiting friends cause disturbances by fighting each other physically and verbally day and night. 
The screaming and language is terrible. Fighting, and police attendance, has been a constant occurrence for 
years. In the common area, people are injecting themselves and leaving syringes lying on the ground. The 
tenants have lived in a prison-like environment, which is stressful. I look forward to action being taken by the 
minister for a good outcome for the tenants of units 1 and 3. 
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